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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an intemational application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1 - 9, 1 2, 1 4 - 1 7, 1 9 - 29, 32, 34 - 37, 39 - 42, and 44 - 48 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lawrence et al. (US 6,505,106 B1). 

Regarding claims 1 - 4, 9, 12, 19, 20. 22 - 24, 29, 32, 40, 42, 44 - 46, Lawrence 
et al. teaches an in-vehicle (on-board) telematics system (figs. 1-2 at least) comprising a 
controller (28; controller 28 is inherently covered by a housing); a diagnostics system 
(22), communicating with the controller (28; fig. 2), configured to receive diagnostic 
infomnation from a host vehicle (1 5; fig. 1 ; col. 3, lines 16 - 19 at least); a position- 
locating system (GPS receiver 24), communicating with the controller (see fig. 2), 
configured to determine the host vehicle's location information (col. 3, lines 52 - 65 at 
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least); a communication interface (item 36) configured to send additional Information to 
a peripheral system/serial interface (server 18) other than the diagnostic and position- 
locating systems; a short-range transmitter (14) configured to send information to the 
external peripheral device (18); a long-range wireless transmitter (26), communicating 
with the controller, configured to transmit information through a wireless network to an 
Internet-accessible website (fig. 1 ; col. 3, lines 32 - 47 at least); an LCD display (col. 5, 
lines 5 - 10 at least provides for conventional displays); and a voice Interface (not 
explicitly shown) configured to send voice information (the system is configured to send 
voice data using telephone network 16; col. 3,llnes 20 - 31). 

Regarding claims 5, 6, 25, and 26, Lawrence et al. further teaches displaying a 
text message on the display and receiving such from the Internet-accessible website 
(see fig. 3; col. 4, lines 37 - 50 at least). 

Regarding claims 7 and 27, Lawrence et al. further teaches capability of 
receiving messages from a cellular telephone or a personal digital assistant (col. 4, lines 
6 -19 at least). 

Regarding claims 8 and 28, Lawrence's display is configured to mount inside the 
vehicle (data are displayed to the vehicle operator; thus, the display being mounted 
Inside the vehicle; note col. 5, lines 5 - 8 at least). 
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Regarding claims 21 and 39, Lawrence's controller (22) is a microprocessor or a 
microcontroller (col. 5, lines 58 - 64 at least). 

Regarding claims 47 and 48, Lawrence et al. further teaches a speech- 
recognition module configured to analyze a user's speech (item 146 In fig. 7 provides for 
such an analysis). 

Regarding claims 14-17 and 34 - 37, Lawrence et al. further teaches a button 
(user serial interface 142) that sends a signal (via connectivity 162; col. 8, lines 3 - 8 at 
least); a secondary wireless modem being a satellite modem (Lawrence teaches 
telephone network 16 in connection with GPS and the Internet; col. 3, lines 29 - 33 and 
52 - 58 at least). 

Regarding claim 41, Lawrence's system further Includes a cable (landline) that 
sends information to and receives information from the external peripheral system (a 
transceiver sends and receives data; note col. 3, lines 19-21 at least). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sidll in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 10, 11, 13, 18. 30, 31, 38, and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Lawrence '106 B1, as applied to claims 1, 22, and 42 and 
further in view of Baratono et al. (US 6,889,064 82). 

As discussed above, Lawrence teaches all of the limitations except for the 
hands-free, Bluetooth™, and infrared features and the serial interface being RS232 
interface. 

However, Baratono et al. teaches, in the same field of endeavor of in-vehicle 
telematics system (col. 5, line 63 - col. 6, line 9 and col. 6, lines 22 - 34), hands-free, 
Bluetooth™, and infrared features (col. 1 , lines 20 - 27 and 46 - 54; col. 6, lines 35 - 
43; and col. 7, lines 29 - 51). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified Lawrence's teachings by including hands-free, Bluetooth™, 
and infrared features as evidenced by Baratono in order to enhance versatility of the 
system. 

As to the RS232 interface, such is old and well-known (see for example US 
2005/0144318). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yonel Beaulieu whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6955. The examiner can normally be reached on M-W 9-3; F 9-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas BLACK can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




